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possession of Lady Oxford, until in 1753 they were bought from her for ^10,000, by the trustees who were nominated and empowered by Parliament tc buy the collection of Sir Hans Sloane1 and the Harleian Manuscripts and to erect for them uom general repository." These two libraries and tlu Cottonian Manuscripts, acquired in 1700 and trans ferred to the new trustees in 1753, formed th< nucleus for that national library which has unceas ingly increased, and which in its inception was base< not a little on the manuscripts of which many wen collected by Robert liarley as the recreation of a] anxious and laborious public life.
Harley's great collection and the final home c a large part of it have resulted in preserving hi name in the memory of many generations of th English-speaking race, and have given him a vagu posthumous fame as a patron and a friend of me of letters. This, though not undeserved, may easil be exaggerated ; for though a lifelong collector, tt period during which he was the centre of a famoi literary society was short. Without also denyir Harley's intelligent interest in literature, it w; mainly owing to his political position that he w; brought in contact with a brilliant group of remar able men, who found in politics a livelihood and politicians patrons, men wholly different from tl antiquarians and the collectors, who were constant
1 26 George n. c. 22.